
Second Sunday of Easter 
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WELCOME 
M:  Dear friends in Christ, today we come together in continued celebration of the 

resurrection of our Lord.  Let us draw near to him in worship and in praise; in our 
thoughts and in our prayers.  Today we see that in the face of doubt, Christ gives us 
proof and peace—to the doubting disciples, he gave certain proof that led to certain 
peace.  Through his Word and Sacraments, Jesus gives the same proof to all people of all 
time.  “Peace be with you,” said our Lord.  Then he sent his people forth with his message 
of peace based on the proof of his resurrection. 

Opening Hymn:   Christ the Lord is Risen Today   

Christ the Lord is ris’n today, Alleluia! 
Sons of men and angels say, Alleluia! 
Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia! 
Sing, ye heav’ns, and earth reply, Alleluia! 
 

Lives again our glorious King, Alleluia! 
Where, O death, is now thy sting? Alleluia! 
Dying once He all doth save, Alleluia! 
Where thy victory, O grave? Alleluia! 
 

He is not dead, He is alive 
We have this hope, in Jesus Christ. 
 

Love’s redeeming work is done, Alleluia! 
Fought the fight, the battle won, Alleluia! 
Death in vain forbids Him rise, Alleluia! 
Christ has opened paradise, Alleluia! 
 

He is not dead, He is alive 
We have this hope, in Jesus Christ. 
 

Soar we now where Christ has led, Alleluia! 
Following our exalted Head, Alleluia! 
Made like Him, like Him we rise, Alleluia! 
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies, Alleluia. 
 

He is not dead, He is alive 
We have this hope, in Jesus Christ. 
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CONFESSION OF SINS 
M:  Upon the hill the cross now stands empty.  Morning light breaks upon the tomb.  As we 

come before our God and King, let us confess our sins. 

C:  Lord God, I humbly come before you.  I confess that I am sinful in thought, 
word, and deed.  I daily fail to do what you command, and continually do what 
you forbid.  Lord, I am sorry for my sins.  I believe that for the sake of my Lord 
Jesus Christ, you will have mercy on me. 

M:  Upon this your sincere confession, by Christ’s command and authority, I assure you that 
your sins are all forgiven.  The vacant cross and the empty grave are God’s signs to you 
that he has accepted the sacrifice of his one and only Son.  Whoever believes this simple 
truth of Scripture has eternal life.  The Lord is gracious and righteous! 

OUR RESPONSE:  Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks  

Alleluia, Alleluia, give thanks to the risen Lord.   
Alleluia, Alleluia, give praise to his name. 
God has proclaimed his gracious gift; 
Life eternal for all who believe. 

 

Alleluia, Alleluia, give thanks to the risen Lord.   
Alleluia, Alleluia, give praise to his name. 
Come, let us praise the living God; 
Joyfully sing to our Savior. 
 

Alleluia, Alleluia, give thanks to the risen Lord.   
Alleluia, Alleluia, give praise to his name. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
ALL: O risen Lord, you came to your disciples and took away their fears with your 

word of peace.  Come to us also by your Word and sacrament, and banish our 
fears with the comforting assurance of your abiding presence; for you live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

  



FIRST LESSON: 1 Peter 1:3-9  

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given 
us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in 
heaven for you, who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the 
salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. In all this you greatly rejoice, 
though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. These 
have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of greater worth than gold, 
which perishes even though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory and honor when 
Jesus Christ is revealed. Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though 
you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and 
glorious joy, for you are receiving the end result of your faith, the salvation of your 
souls. 

PRAISE BAND ANTHEM: Christ our Hope in Life and Death    

What is our hope in life and death? Christ alone, Christ alone 
What is our only confidence? That our souls to Him belong 
Who holds our days within His hand? What comes, apart from His command? 
And what will keep us to the end? The love of Christ, in which we stand 

Refrain:  O sing hallelujah! Our hope springs eternal 
O sing hallelujah! Now and ever we confess 
Christ our hope in life and death 

What truth can calm the troubled soul?  God is good, God is good. 
Where is His grace and goodness known? In our great Redeemer's blood. 
Who holds our faith when fears arise? Who stands above the stormy trial? 
Who sends the waves that bring us night Unto the shore, the rock of Christ. 

Refrain:  O sing hallelujah! Our hope springs eternal 
O sing hallelujah! Now and ever we confess 
Christ our hope in life and death 

Unto the grave, what will we sing? "Christ, He lives; Christ, He lives!" 
And what reward will heaven bring? Everlasting life with Him 
There we will rise to meet the Lord Then sin and death will be destroyed 
And we will feast in endless joy When Christ is ours forevermore 

Refrain:  O sing hallelujah! Our hope springs eternal 
O sing hallelujah! Now and ever we confess 
Christ our hope in life and death 
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THE GOSPEL:  John 20:19-31 

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the 
doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
“Peace be with you!” After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples 
were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 

Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” And 
with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone’s 
sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 

Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples 
when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!” 

But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where 
the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.” 

A week later his disciples were in the house again, and 
Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, 
Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 
with you!”  Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger 
here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it 
into my side. Stop doubting and believe.” 

Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” 

Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you 
have believed; blessed are those who have not seen 
and yet have believed.” 

Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of 
his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. But 
these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the 
Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you 
may have life in his name. 

HYMN:  O Sons and Daughters of the King  

O sons and daughters of the King,  
Whom heavn’ly host in glory sing 
Today the grave has lost its sting! 
Alleluia!  Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

That night th’ apostles met in fear;  
Among them came their Lord most dear 
And said, “Peace be unto you here.” 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 



When Thomas afterwards had heard 
That Jesus had fulfilled his word, 
He doubted that it was the Lord. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

“Thomas, behold my side,” said he, 
“My hands, my feet, my body see; 
And doubt not, but believe in me.” 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

No longer Thomas then denied; 
He saw the feet, the hands, the side; 
“You are my Lord and God,” he cried. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  
 

Blessed are they that have not seen 
And yet whose faith has constant been; 
In life eternal they shall reign. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

THE SERMON        

In the Midst of Doubt… 

 
CONFESSION OF FAITH:  The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again 
from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
God the Father almighty.  From there he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.  Amen. 



THANKSGIVING TO OUR LORD  Our Offerings 

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
ALL: Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  
Amen. 

THE LORD’S BLESSING 
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.   

Live in harmony with one another.   
Serve the Lord with gladness. 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen.     

CLOSING ANTHEM:   Praise the King    

There's a reason why the curse of sin is broken 
There's a reason why the darkness runs from light 
There's a reason why we stand here now forgiven 
Jesus is alive 
 

There's a reason why we are not overtaken 
There's a reason why we sing on through the night 
There's a reason why our hope remains eternal 
Jesus is alive 
 

Praise the King, He is risen 
Praise the King, He's alive 
Praise the King, death's defeated 
Hallelujah, He's alive 
Hallelujah, He's alive 



 

There's a reason why our hearts can be courageous 
There's a reason why the dead are made alive 
There's a reason why we share His resurrection 
Jesus is alive, oh, He's alive 
 

Praise the King, He is risen 
Praise the King, He's alive 
Praise the King, death's defeated 
Hallelujah, He's alive 
Hallelujah, He's alive 
 

The grave could not ignore it, when all of heaven’s roaring 
Hell where is your victory?  Death where is your sting? 
The world cannot ignore it, when all the saints are roaring 
Hell where is your victory?  Death where is your sting? 
 

Praise the King, He is risen 
Praise the King, He's alive 
Praise the King, death's defeated 
Hallelujah, He's alive 
Hallelujah, He's alive 
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